
Which way do you move? 
 

“I don't like that man.  I must get to know him better.”  
-- Abraham Lincoln 

 
I think often about that comment by Lincoln.  It shames me.   
 
When I don’t like someone, I go the other way.  I avoid unpleasant people.  I am so good 
at it that I could teach classes. 
 
It takes courage and agape to move toward people you don’t like.  That’s what God calls 
us to do. 
 
Fred Rogers (Mister Rogers) struggled to overcome shyness.  After his death, his wife of 
fifty years, Joanne, said:  

 
There were always quotes tucked away in Fred’s wallet, next to his neatly folded 
bills, or in the pages of his daily planner book. He liked having words of wisdom 
close to him, as if he wanted—or needed—to be constantly reminded of what was 
important in life. The outside world may have thought his qualities of wisdom and 
strength came naturally to him, but those close to him knew that he was 
constantly striving.  One quote he loved especially and carried around was from 
Mary Lou Kownacki: “There isn’t anyone you couldn’t love once you’ve heard 
their story.”  There were so many times I wanted to be angry at someone, and 
Fred would say, “But I wonder what was going on in that person’s day.” 

 
Rogers said, “Love isn’t a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun like struggle. To 
love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly the way he or she is, right here and 
now.”  I think he was onto the path of Christ which leads to liberation and joy. 
 
See if you can do that this week: accept everyone exactly the way he or she is, right here 
and now.  Move toward them.  Try to hear their story. 
 
Look for and cherish the gold inside them.  It is there.  The apostle Paul said it this way:  
“Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.” (Romans 12:9) 
 
A simple statue in Brugge, Belgium, by Belgian artist Johnny Werkbrouck is titled, 
“Hands need each other” (handen hebben elkaar nodig, if you prefer the original).  
 



 
 
We cannot hold back, waiting for someone to offer their hand to us.  We must extend 
ours. 
 
We know God’s love when we show God’s love.  We do not earn it, but we can reflect it. 
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